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Mortal Heroes in Julius Caesar
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Yoshiyuki Noguchi

This paper argues that the heroes in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar are neither
heroic giants nor mere political types but mortals of ordinary size, though it is a
play about the assasination of one of the greatest men in the history, and

accordingly includes a political problem of imperialism vs. republicanism.
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Thy heart is big, get thee apart and weep.
Passion, [ see, is catching, for mine eyes,
Seeing those beads of sorrow stand in thine,

Began to water. [II. i ,282-285]%
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For Brutas, as you know, was Caesar’s angel.

Judge, O you gods, how dearly Caesar loved him! [II.ii,172-173)]
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It must be by his death. And for my part
[ know no personal cause to spurn at him
But for the general. He would be crowned:

How that might change his nature, there’s the question. [I.i,10-13]

ik, EROD, L ERFEARULABZZBILTHEILITATE SISV E WS ERLA
Wid, Y=Y —2RBILZEBRALEV, LEZASETOY—HF—ABOAMICEZRZT
-240-



V2T R v—H—) OEFOHEEELD

b Ici TREAR LA B ENBBICH S KV EEL SNEVDTH B, 7—
5 ZFRUDENTICNBDTES 505, KIELHHEOMTHE->TVEDOTRE, &
DS, EANLRECHECEEN D —v AL LTOZEPEBH OB IS T & i3
HIEWDTH Y, v —F —DEFRBFLERT I, HEBT N ENEHOERILE
KHTWBDTH 5, ,

FRBHTVTH, 7L AKENBIEDIF S T LA BEDRDESTA b
HVWEWS T— 5 ZATH->Th, FNEFHIHTORESHRIETREN, F+7
R4 =P ERIN TR, Th— 5 RHIEUREAEE .

Since Cassius first did whet me against Caesar
I have not slept.

Between the acting of a dreadful thing

And the first motion, all the interim is

Like a phantasma or a hedeous dream.

The genius and the mortal instruments

Are then in council, and the state of a man,
Like to a little kingdom, suffers then

The nature of an insurrection. [II.1i,61-69]
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*And since the quarrel
Will bear no colour for the thing he is,
Fashion it thus: that what he is, augmented,
Would run to these and thes extremities.
And therefore think him as a serpent’s egg
(Which, hatched, would as his kind grow mischievous)

And kill him in the shell. [II.i ,28-34]
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...0 then by day

Where wilt thou find a cavern dark enough
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To mask thy monstrous visage? Seek none, conspiracy,

Hide it in smiles and affability,... [I.i,79-82]
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And let our hearts, as subtle masters do,
Stir up their servants to an act of rage

And after seem to chide’em. This shall make
Our purpose necessary, and not envious;
Which so appearing to the common eyes,

We shall be called purgers, not murders. [II.i,175-180]
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... And this man
Is now become a god, and Cassius is
A wretched creature and must bend his body

If Caesar carelessly but nod on him. [ I.ii,115-118]
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...Ye gods, it doth amaze me
A man of such a feeble temper should
So get the start of the majestic world

And bear the palm alone. [I.ii,128-131]
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-I'can as well be hanged as tell the manner of it. It was mere foolery,

I did not markit. - [ I.1ii,233-234]
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Marry, before he fell down, when he perceived the common herd was glad he
refused a crown, he plucked me ope his doublet and offered then his throat to
cut. And I had been a man of any occupation, if I would not have taken him
at a word I would I might go to hell among the rogues.

[1.ii,256-260]
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... Many a time and oft
Have you climbed up to walls and battlements,
To towers and windows, yea, to chimney tops,
Your infants in your arms, and there have sat
The livelong day, with patient expectation,

To see great Pompey pass the streets of Rome.

And do you now strew flowers in his way,

That comes in triumph over Pompey’s blood? [I.1,36-50]
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These growing feathers plucked from Caesar’s wing
Will make him fly an ordinary pitch,
Who else would soar above the view of men

And keep us all in servile fearfulness. [ 1.1 ,71-74]
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When Caesar says, ‘Do This’, it is performed. [I.ii,10]
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Peaco ho, Caesar speaks. [I.ii,1]
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I rather tell thee what is to be feared

Than what I fear: for always [ am Caesar. [I.ii,211-212]
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Alas, my lord,
Your wisdom is consumed in confidence.
Do not go forth today. Call it my fear

That keeps you in the house, and not your own. - [II.ii,48-51]
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Good friends, go in and taste some wine with me,

And we, like friends, will straightway go together. [I.ii,126-127]
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What touches us ourself shall be last served. [II.1,8]
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...And to speak truth of Caear,
I have not known when his affections swayed

More than his reason. [@T.i,19-21]
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These couchings and these lowly courtesies

Might fire the blood of ordinary men

And turn preordinance and first decree

Into the law of children. Be not fond

To think that Caesar bears such rebel blood

That will be thawed from the ture quality

With that which melteth fools —I mean sweet words,
Low - crookeéd curtsies, and base spaniel fawning.

Thy brother by decree is banished: ... [, i,36-44]
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If I could pray to move, prayers would move me.
But I am constant as the northern star,
Of whose true - fixed and resting quality

There is no fellow in the firmament. [II. 1 ,59-62]
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5V o L EEER D A FIRNCIRZA TWAAY ERIE, 12705 L. C
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IV TRIRTIR Y =P =N L LI CREDIIVI EOANEL VLS 'Y EOR
FIcBWEZENRLTH. BEQOHFLNE- I A GEENROM I N LI BIC
WRISKSNIDO TR, EOEZEL SVTITHEVDIFIZBITITEVDONEETH S, £
NICLTHY—HF—HDEELBETVE I LREDLRVY, FETOEELBIREITI &
EQEELNEI L TRFUIR SV END T ERITVWES S, BREFREEELTL
EF52LEHBENOEVST, BBEEZITTHLEHETHA D LT 5T EHFEREF X
RIS B E B,

bH)—2R. IITOY—F—DEFIC, BELTRHEDOFINEVEED L JUBELN
TEATHB, Bc>IIT. MEHDEER., 2D ) olbhADLEEI LT
Hb1 LWHITN—F Z20MAEBVHT,

Th’abuse of greatness is when it disjoins

Remorse from power. [ I.ii,18-19]

K=y — e g LY VERMBIIZ, Y2 A JRAETRINV—FRLD b v —H—%0F
BENCHOLTOVWBREVIRAE2TE F—vaTEA, BHRICESEHT SLORIIC,
VA I RETROEE, ReNENETHED v —F —CHFL TEFAH S HBEERDY
TIEROBETLE L ORIFEDNT Y ZANMRINELIICLTVAEEE TS L
MNLREHS, 2O N—DREDFAIZ. 2 2T70FH LI, TBERELSIEDIC
I HOFBRELTHY LbDTHEH0S. ThE My —HF—ICEENRRIITVS
A E RISTHIFICFTH IV, 'Y BROBEOERNIC, KOFGZLETSHEDH)
RLER=U7H ACEMTRESHBVLRTOMDEERO LTS,

...Brutas hath a suit

That Caesar will not grant.... [I.iv,42-43]

BESL, T— 9 RBEROFIME TEATERHI 2015 5, BERIHBDFA I,

BOMI Y — Y —DERH B IZTHEBNWT EEZFHRELIDDOTHD, Frid, TDIET

Y=Y —DHIEERIHNE TRV, EBICIZ, T2 OFFEISRIOEBOIED HTHERIC

BHOhTWAH, HETRIIV-LBHELO by~ —DBEICHIRCERDIZ S
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QURD. Koy aES &5, Br OFIER—BIC Y —F — i SHEN BB S B,
FNTH. BRICHT R 24 7 AETOEE IR, RPROBENTH 5,

=B —DBRE Y 24 7 AETHREEMICHOLTWERWT &F, BN ORI R¥EE
EHEOBRITEDOETVWRWI LR LPHOHNTH S, EVNLFDEILIL, T
V=5 2t 6 BERIOUMUEE EFTVWAEXZILT Y b= —DEENRA-TLHLE AT,
ZEOEBN—ET 5, ROBHKIOEHAMILOKFL. JIITHLD LD
TLESDTH B, TNETREFEZOHVATHOBE N -FT v b=—H, £5TY—
HF—DETEHONSEDMD LI IC, BICZORENERELED., RIREEBLENS
H#EE > THROITXOHEEELTITE, $ic, ThETY—Y—ZHTLKTEE
ATELBRELBE, 7Y M =—0ERTRROLEELS & BHERK-TLE D,
Ty b —ICREINRABED, TL—F REF ¢ T RACEBENEVEED S, A D
B, BRIEEORDITEEFOREGICEDL TO A, BETRZADOEREOE
BIETHERICEDT B, e L. ThT2L JINEHEOERICKE > TLE S DI TRY
W L.C.FAYDREDZRETHEISIEELT. BIFDOEFEODP TR RINTVL
CEDHREBERTHBEE-TVELIC.'” BEDTNV—F R EF+ T ZADER|
B HETHAIN TV AL IR TY — Y — 2R LB bDUL BARIEETH 5,54
DEERBEIZOADERN Z2F S TVEN, £ TRERAMTVEDIL, &EE
APATVAEFICHESHTO TV LENR L ICHEINTHLCBETH 5,
FZOBFDHDIF, EXFETHUL TV F=—DREEFTH 3, TADTHERIKS) &
Y — LB EEAN e F v YT ARG ERBZEBEELTVWAN, T—F R
ik, 7T b OBEFEOBCALEOFEE BT, FICx L TRLOT SR
EEL I,

If he love Caesar, all that he can do
Is to himself—take thought and die for Caesar;
And that were nuch he should, for he is given

To sports, to wildness, and much company. [ II.1,186-189 ]

T, TN—F ATV b=—2HLRTVWALEITHL, BALLOEREBSEEZD
EWHMONEBELTVWELD, Ty Fo—IKERIEEIEE2F v+ VT RARLEDSNTDH
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HADEICERETV., Y —F—42R LEBdasRATE. HTFRROLKEBL &
WTEBEELTVS,

I will myself into the pulpit first
And show the reason of our Caesar’s death. [ .1, 234-235]

ETAN, Ty h=—dy—Y—OREEFIC L TEEEZE V., TV—F AOGRTHE
RIS R L O RGBT EAN T, LHbIPRERETV. BRE V- —DFEE~NL
BOIT. ZOE, THEETELD) Th-oRTOWSERE/-BIZ. TREVD
LHOCEBERIILT) o—hoRFESIL TR S TES,

I heard him say Brutas and Cassius

Are rid like madmen through the gates of Rome. [ .11, 258-259 ]

EHRTIER A —F =T 12 SVD I L BERDEICIT > THHEDLRVITATH S
EFED. F, D HEORELBELT B L X, - -&RILDL TFLE%E
BOWKREDIBTHS D) LE-TEBREBS. 7¥ b=~ Il EHE-> TR T
V=9 ZATRB > 1ot BALBIHT ERRORAROBRD IE, FcL - T, 3kF

DEETH -~ 1ITEBVIL,

I have done no more to Caesar than you shall do to Brutas. [ II.1i,31-32 ]

... With this I depart: that, as I slew my best lover for the good of Rome, I
have the same dagger for myself when it shall please my country to need my

death. [ II.ii,37-39 ]

RIS, O—TEBbLNITN—F AOBERINTEEE S, EREOBEOHEIZ. LWL
AEGICHLESNHIREZITIA CENTERLVDRLEAADI L, BEOHRITLS
DHEIFOETHHEF+ VT ANY —F 4 AADOHREZITH-> TV S I & EHE S
KRVLHSNEW, Lvd, ERTOWEACESESEEBICIA) £ICHBET S &, #
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... 1 did send to you
For certain sums of gold, which you denied me,

For I can raise no money by vile means. [ IV.iii,69-171 ]

T—5 A3, HEHELEH L TWEHETEEFICANTINEF + V7 RITHATL
ZDTHD. FhiM oz EE->TE->TWADTH B, Br ZFEOHEHBFIERKLE
VWHIFICIRITN IV, COORDPHETIE. R—YTHIRALILELH->T, TIV—F R
DRIENDHE DI HENBEI->TVWSE 0, FOEHRENHEKRS OK HIHENLEH
M"oIFILERBEEINTVS,

Fy T AbER, TN—F REBHEOEBEEIC LD, Y- -—BRORLEED
5 ERBLIE XK, BbRFE#HLsmLW o TWS, i3, RLEBEVWEED EWVWHR
BH7 U o= bBEFIEVIREDL, TV P —KERIEEDIRBBRTHI LV
EHETI—-F RGBT SNT, FEHicu—<rEbh-DTHBE, #LTE, T
b= A I FAT 4 TADER2Y —F 4 ATHIEONT 4 VA ITHBRT EHDHER
Tb, T—F ACH T A EbETIC. REABLLN S L TEZO—ERICHEIT L
HHIEIE 578K 135,

...Give me thy hand, Messala.
Be thou my witness that against my will
(As Pompey was) am I compelled to set

Upon one battle all our liberties. [V.i,72-75]

ZLT7 4V Tld, V=7 ZANERERCHLBE/D, FIIKILERBELC &
haDThb, HHBEKRTIE. BOWRBIIL T, BAEEEITRAIL T V-7 ADHED
BONLIoLIcbDIEEEITLEHTES,

O Cassius, Brutas gave the word too early,
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Who, having some advantage on Octavius,
Took it too eagerly. His soldiers fell to spoil

Whilst we by Antony are all enclosed. [ V.iii, 5-8]

—H. BROPREELHANIC LT V-7 20 b EICid, TEBI EHS V—HF—DRIk
ZEOFBLD RO ED D sy —H DN, TELL-TZELENS, HD
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AR IRE LIV TV A0 TH 5,
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95, IRICIEKTEDHAZM BOEMIN., BRI TER TR EZRITLTVWERLE,
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L BICEVWREEIAVTVWEF v V7 ARF + AANETOT, FFCHETHERL
WEICIE>TWS, a3 eRIRTO Vv —F—DEELTEH, BRIEEHREL TR
OBV DTEIENTE, COHRO—vDBERUIEHEOLEHNE T b HFEICICK
Cotl, HOBRINTHS D, TV P —DEHP TN —F AL F + T AOOHKKE
Ty T4 RBREET, KOBRIPEBROLICHET EEMEBIZAN b I UL
B3 ENTEEDTH B,

Flo, TN—9 REHDH Y —HF — I L TREEDOEBDOTH b, £ 0EEHI LT
LHARERHBOTRIELS, ZREhICeE L PEANLBBICES W LD TH 3
CENFESDHAPRKETHAICHAINT VS, EHICHEBLLT(ERTEZ
DEL->TWVWE, Uy F=L i3, ZOEEBOOEREDL S LGRS LHHXW
AT, COEROLTOBZAYNC TKEBAOBOX S IIFAKS L8MidNH5) L5
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