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A STUDY OF LAURENCE OLIPHANT

His Moss - Gathering Instinct and its Formation up to the China Japan Mission
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Shinichi Miyazawa
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Laurence Oliphant visited Japan twice toward the end of the Shogunate’s
anclent regime and has been since known in Japan almost exclusively for his
recording of the Elgin Mission in 1858. This study is to focus on his
character -formation in childhood and youth under the influence of his mother,
leading eventually to their joint commitment in the Harris’ queer religious

society of the New Life in the 1860s.
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