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Edwin Booth as Iago

BP0 AT
NOGUCHI Yoshiyuki

Iago is a diabolical villain, who brought catastrophe to the love between Othello, a Moorish
general, and his beloved wife, Desdemona. It is of course a detestable role, but it received
much attention in the 19th century because it was played by great actors of the time, whose
performances were highly regarded. Of them, Edwin Booth played the most widely admired
Iago, revealing the least of Iago’s inner villainy and making even the spectators believe his
honesty and sincerity. When he appeared in the Lyceum in 1881, he and Henry Irving,
actor-manager of the theater, exchanged the roles of Othello and Iago every week, with Ellen
Terry playing Desdemona. This was an exquisite staging, bringing together the greatest
actors and actress of the time. Irving, too, received much acclamation as Iago. This paper

argues the two actors’ splendid acting of the part, with focus on Booth’s Iago.
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