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Long-term Data Storage and Accessibility

— The Information Technology for Seniors —
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TAKABAYASHI Shigeki

Information technology continues to advance rapidly, and the volume of data has
increased accordingly. Preserving electronic documents, works of art, and other material in
the form of digital data hundreds or thousands of years into the future will not be easy. Even
if these can be preserved properly, documents preserved with older digital systems cannot be
read or even opened with newer version software: appropriate equipment and software
necessary to convert digital data to text or images must also be available. This paper
considers such long-term data storage systems. In addition, we will examine accessibility
issues that must be addressed —which will of course involve some cost— in order for more

people, including the elderly, to be able to use such systems.
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